
March 27, 2020 
 
Dear Manhasset Families, 
 
Today, we were informed that the Governor has extended our school closure until April 15. 
Given the fact that our Spring Recess period begins on April 9, schools are closed through April 
19. 
 
Over the past week, we have implemented phase 1 of the continuity of learning plan, which 
was focused on reinforcement and extension activities. During this time, we have been engaged 
in conversations with our administrative team and our teachers to develop a phase 2 that 
would address concerns related to an extended closure. 
 
Phase 2 of our continuity of learning plan, which will begin on April 1, recognizes the need to 
explore and introduce new concepts and content, while increasing direct communication 
between students and teachers. This direct communication will help to foster a greater sense of 
connection and belonging, as well as support for our students. 
 
In an effort to increase opportunities for students to engage with their teachers, we have 
enhanced our learning plan as follows: 
 
• Our K-5 classroom teachers will be scheduling two class meetings a week via zoom audio, 

zoom audio/video conferencing or the built-in chat features in google classroom/canvas. 
 
At this time, only classroom teachers, ENL, Special Education including related service 
providers, and AIS teachers will hold class meetings. Teachers of Art, Music, and PE will 
schedule class meetings with students when necessary. Please note, that art, music, and PE 
teachers will continue to send home assignments for students to complete. 
 
• Our 6-12 teachers will be scheduling two opportunities for office hours each week. Office 

hours are designed to give students an opportunity to ask questions and seek guidance on 
assignments. Students may attend office hours as needed. 

 
Office hours will be conducted using zoom audio, zoom audio/video conferencing or the built-in 
chat features in google classroom/canvas. 
 
Prior to April 1, your child’s classroom teacher(s) will inform you of the schedule and mode of 
communication referenced above. If you have questions, please contact your child’s teacher. 
 
We recognize that face-to-face via live video may be the preferred method for many of our 
families and teachers, although some have expressed some hesitation with this mode of 
communication. In an effort to ensure that this mode of communication is used most 
effectively and safely, we ask that you please abide by the following rules of conduct: 
 



• Students are prohibited from recording, altering, or distributing an instructional session in 
any form. 

• Students are prohibited from posting items on social media with reference to a particular 
lesson or a comment made during a lesson. 

 
We understand that this is an evolving situation, and we will continue to assess the 
implementation and effectiveness of the plan and refine accordingly. We will also continue to 
discuss the impact of COVID-19 on the entire Manhasset family and provide ongoing 
communicate with each of you. 
 
Warmest regards, 
 
Dr. Vincent Butera 
 
Superintendent of Schools 
 
 


